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Holiday 
Greetings 


aad Frieads ... 


A joyous Christmas 
aad Hanukkah 
rea ee atl May this Holiday season 
bring family aud good 
frieads to your side and 
peace to your pathway. 


Now and forever - may cach 
day break aud the 
shadows fee away. 
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EVERY PROMISE A 


DEBT 
by Urbane Cavina 
SOWP 4774-M, I4YTE 


(One of the unsung rewards for 
volunteering as secretary of 
SOWP is my incoming mail both 
"snailmail" and_ other. I 
received a most interesting e- 
mait from Urbane Cavina, 4774- 
M, of Italy, a few days ago that 
just must be shared with the 
krewe. It seems that our fellow 
OM has a flair for writing and is 
working on a book of his 
experiences as a_ shipboard 
radioman. His English has just 
enough Italian intermixed to 
bring the story even more to life 
by the telling. Rather than 
editing too heavily, I'm leaving it 
very much as written, secure in 
the knowledge that in our own 
experiences we have had many 
occasions to reach out with 
friendship and camaraderie to 
our shipmates from _ other 
countries than our own. Here's 
Urbane's e-mail, almost word 
for word as he sent it: 


Walt Boyd, 2958-P) 


EVERY PROMISE A DEBT 


A friend and colleague, Vince 
IOZKM, told me a curious tale of 
his personal experience, an 
almost improbable life event that 
(occurred), due to the position of 
the protagonist (an on-board 


Se 


wireless officer), after a sudden 
bewilderment, it 1is_ perfectly 
understood by the crew who 
usually thought that the radio 
operator every now and then 
must "go mad" because the radio 
frequency enters his head 
through his headsets. Sure, 
everyone of us knows that all 
this is ridiculous and we also 
know that even if among the 
wireless operators odd _ things 
happened, they were just 
accidental facts which could 
have involved anyone, no matter 
what position he had on the ship. 
They weres justappanal 
coincidences, but seamen used to 
give them an almost supernatural 
importance, because of their 
inclination towards cliches 


' suggested by their prejudices. Or 


not? "Va bbene, ma che 'cce 
frega" (ok, who cares!?), as they 
would say in Rome. Let's read 
(Vince's experience) together: 


It is 1952 and we are in Latakia, 
Sina. I am at my _ second 
embarkation as a wireless officer 
on an old ship of about 5,000 
tons. Her name is Valverde and 
she flies the Italian flag. She still 
works with charcoal and when 
there is no head sea she can 
hardly reach 8 knots. Her radio 
station is equipped with the 
minimum. Even the receiver has 


onl yoeathes OMe Wave 
concessionaire (QRC) is 
Telemar. 


These are difficult years but full 


December 2000 


of hope, during which (every) 
body makes more sacrifices than 
ever (before). But it is not so 
hard; we don't have time to think 
about it. We are really lucky to 
be on board. {We are: tinea 
roadstead and we are loading on 
the barges some cement we got 
in Split, Yugoslavia. To ashore, 
it's (close) enough to call the 
launch of the Agency with the 
ship's siren. 


I'm sitting idle and, suddenly, 
one of my colleagues shows up. 
He's a radio officer of an Italian 
ship called Stabia. She's in the 
roadstead, too, and the crew is 
loading com on the barges 
plying between the roadstead 
and the wharf. His name is Mr. 
Poli and he's from Brindisi. We 
chat a little, then he starts talking 
technically, He complains about 
the lack of sensitivity of his 
station radio receiver. When he 
gets to know I am a radio- 
amateur as well (as_ ship's 
operator) I get a high score! He 
understands I could do 
something for him. Before 
parting I assure him _ saying 
tomorrow I'll be going on board 
the Stabia to have a look at his 
radio receiver in order to 
improve the reception. 


The next morning as soon as I 
am awaken, I look out the 
porthole and I realize that during 
the night the sea has risen a lot. 


(continued next page) 
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EVERY PROMISE A DEBT - 
From Page 2 
"Anyway," I say to myself, 


"now, I'll call the launch with the 
siren, so I'll go on board and 
Keep the promise." 


The loading operations are going 
on but, unfortunately, the launch 
doesn't come, even though I've 
called it several times. The 
recklessness of my 27 years of 
age makes me decide to go 
there..,swimming! It's not so far, 
so, without saying anything to 
anybody, I just go! 


I'm not a good swimmer, but I 
quietly head towards the Stabia. 
Stroke after stroke, I realize that 
the distance is much more (than) 
I thought at the beginning. I turn 
back and I notice to be half-way. 
And now what? To go back 
means giving up and nothing 
done. So, saying to myself to 
stay calm, I go ahead. 


When I'm close enough, I notice 
to my great disappointment the 
stair is to starboard and not on 
the (port) and, while moving 
forward, I'm going up and down 
with the rollers. I look at the 
deck, there are two seamen 
intent on nibbling, and I try to 
make myself heard but... 
nothing. The noise of the waves 
along the ship's side keeps me 
from being heard. 


I watch carefully getting near 
and... what a miracle! A 


EAs 


providential line dangles along 
the hull. I just wait, and when I 
get to the top of the wave I grasp 
the line and climb up the ship! 
At last! It's been so hard to get 
there! 


Once on deck, I greet the two 
seamen who greet me back and 
and ask me where I'm coming 
from and how I got there. I 
identify myself. They are a little 
bit amazed when I tell them I've 
got there swimming, and they 
show me where I can find Mr. 
Poli. A little later, dripping wet, 
I find him. He almost reproves 
me for getting there that way, 
but I justify myself (by) 
reminding him that one always 
has to keep one's promises. We 
laugh at it; meanwhile he gets 
some of his clothes for me. 


Then we try to fix the radio 
receiver, however possible it is, 
and partly we get a fair 
improvement, readjusting the 
Setting wofmithesm,medium 
frequencies. 


'That's enough for now," he says. 
"When I'm back to Italy I'll have 
it reset and, maybe, replace it." 
With the equipment as available 
we couldn't do any better. 


He introduces me to the captain 
and, waiting for the sea to 
recede, we have lunch. But 
nothing changes and no matter 
what we do to call the launch 
nobody comes to pick me up. 
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So I have to 
swimming! 


go back... 


Stroke after stroke, everything 
goes well, except for a "telling- 
off" by my captain, because as 
well as risking my health I 
haven't even told anything to the 
crew. 


Lucky, reckless youth! 


(Vivemtiiend, *.V.incenzo 
Pimpinicchi, is from Montefalco, 
Perugia. He... ploughed the 
oceans on board cargo boats for 
the concessionaires (QRC) Sirm, 
Telemar (Italian) and Sait 
(Bruxelles). He was bom in 
1925 and has been a (Ham) since 
1947. 


From the Secretary: 


DUES TIME 


If your dues expiration 
date indicator (Serial line | 
of your mailing label) 
reads 12/00 or DEC/00, 


or earlier, you will not be 


LECELVINE | ENE os NEXT 
Beacon unless your 
check or MO 1s recorded 
before the March 2001 
issue is mailed. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S 


MESSAGE 
By Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


The Y2K Roundup has come 
and gone, and I for one am 
pleased about the number who 
participated despite the late 
publicity. We received 47 logs, 
which indicates that between 
fifty and sixty participated. A 
report of a 
comments from participants 
appears in this issue. 


We congratulate those who 
ended up on top - K2LP, 
W6BNB and KA4IFF. We 
decided against plaques this year 
because in a way a plaque 
defeats the primary purpose of 
the Roundup, to provide an 
opportunity for a reunion among 
members. To me that means 
more than just exchanging a 
canned message and then going 
on to the next contact. For 
example John Vasicak, W9ZEN 
participated in his usual casual 
way; two weeks later he died 
from cancer. 


There were more comments than 
in prior Roundups concerning 
the difficulty of making contacts 
on 10 meters in competition with 
the annual ARRL 10 meter 
contest which occurs Saturday 
and Sunday of the same 
weekend. Therefore we are 
investigating the feasibility of 
moving the Roundup to the third 
full weekend in January (2002). 


summary of © 


ae 


Preliminary investigation 
indicates that the only major 
contest that weekend is at VHF. 
We'll let you know in plenty of 
time how this works out. 


In the September 2000 issue I 
discussed plans to publish a 
comprehensive Directory in 
2001 (see page 3 of Volume 12 
#3). That date has been changed 
to 2002 not only because time is 
overtaking plans but also 
because it was decided some 
time ago to publish a Directory 
every five years (The last one 
appeared in 1998). We are 
soliciting donations for this 
purpose and placing them in a 
special fund solely for the 2002 


_Directory. This fund is already 


close to $16,000. I urge you to 
contribute to this fund if you can 
afford to do so. Not only will 
you be contributing to the 
documentation of OUR era when 
Morse radiotelegraphers were 
"king of the hill", but such 
contributions are tax deductible 
from your 2001 income (SOWP 
has been granted 501(c)(3) [tax 
exempt] status by the IRS). 


Last but not least, it is well- 
known that many of our 
members are radio amateurs and 
participate in nets, and lists of 
these nets have appeared 
occasionally past issues of the 
WWB. We will try and have a 
current list of these nets ready 
for publication in the next issue. 
We invite you to listen, and 
participate. 


December 2000 
ROUNDUP COMMENTS 


W3FZV: Such a friendly bunch 
of guys and girls K7JP: All 
the old-timers sounded really 
good - I enjoyed it greatly 
W9ZEN made is_ usual 
appearance; but became a silent 
key two weeks later (cancer). 
W6MMG, WIACL, K2IC, 
KA4IFF, KA2ZNE among 
others mentioned 28 MHz 
contest QRM (Ed: we're 
investigating possibilities for 
change). NT7G: As always, 
really enjoyed it - keep it alive. 
WONKR: used personal sign 
MH (Ed: so does W8PQO/SP). 
PAOGNO: Enjoyed roundup 
100% - K2LP strongest signal. 
W7FLF: Limited participation 
due personal QRL, but expects 
greater participation in future. 
WIACL: Activity limited by 
poor band condx at my QTH. 
WO6BNJ: Limited participation 
but had a good time. WW/7P: 
epecially enjoyed QSOs with 
other ex-militariesW2LN, 
W8PQO. KIAU sent wrong 
SOWP # initially but corrected it 
later. WOAP and W4ZC had 
the same problem; too many 
interruptions. WB9UAD: 90 
years old still going; used a 
mobile whip on a porch railing! 
K2IC It was very polite - I don't 
hve one complaint (Ed: Earl is 
ten years older than I am and 
still runs rings around me!). 
K8XF: 123 points - not bad for 
a starting late. K1AU notes that 


(continued next page) 
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ROUNDUP COMMENTS - 
From Page 4 


contest activity on 10m probably 
hampered DX contacts. WIYT: 
It was great fun working so 
many great OT Ops. KA4IFF: 
Really enjoyed meeting old 
friends and a few new ones. 
W3TDF: Would be nice if more 
people got into it. W3CIQ: 
Another Roundup has come and 
gone and this one was a great 
success. W8IM was QRL with 
holiday activities and only made 
5 points; but he tried. K2LP: 
This was the best ever - who said 
CW is dead??. WOABO 
Enjoyed exchanging greetings 
with many Ots while we're still 
aboard this space ship. 
W8KJP: Only thing lacking was 
time due to QRL with business 
and holidays. KA2ZNE: 
"Symptoms of age showing 
up" (Ed: Join the club, Bob!) 
AASWE: Thanks to all of you 
for "engineering" another SOWP 
Roundup. K7UOH: Perhaps 
awarding 2 points for 3.5 & 7 
MHz contacts would encourage 


INTERNET SITE 
by James L. Nicholson 
SOWP 4472-V, K6TLN 


Haze Gray and Underway at: 
http://www.hazegray.org 

An Internet site featuring Naval 

history and photography. 


EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY'S 


COLUMN 
From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


THE BIG ONE 


Our president has laid a giant 
size editorial job on his krewe 
with his President's Message of 
September 2000 (Beacon, Vol 


12 No. 3). Fortunately, our 
Vice-Pres, Communications, 
TedrePheips yw she vaihas 


volunteered to lead this project. 
It is wide in scope and deep in 
detail while yet in embryo, since 
we envision that it will be much 
larger than the 1998 Wireless 
Register. 


Physically it could be as coffee- 
table large as the old Sparks 
Journal, and perhaps even cloth 
covered and _  hard-bound, 
although with cost as a 
mitigating factor we may well 
not be able to go that far. 
Thickness might be in the order 
of from one to two inches, with 
photos and line illustrations 
included. Color will be used 
sparingly if at all. 


A measure of the projected cost 
of this volume may be gained if 
we keep in mind that one issue 
of The World Wireless Beacon -- 
the one you are reading-- costs 
over $1,600 to print and mail, 
not inclusive of administrative 
costs that accumulate each 


month. Thus, $15,000 is likely 
to be a squeeze-tight minimum 
cost to produce this historical 
archive. After its publication we 
will no doubt want to take a full- 
membership referendum on 
whether to continue the SOWP 
organization or to close its doors 
as¥ tprovided “fore@in our 
Constitution. In the meantime, 
we, "the Committee," asks for 
your input. 

I am opening a new folder for 
correspondence from _ the 
membership entitled "The 
Historical Register." All snail- 
mail (post office) and e-mail 
incoming and _ outgoing 
correspondence will be held in 
that folder. Currently we have a 
CD (Certificate of Deposit) for 
$15,000, earmarked as our 
starting balance reserved for this 
major project. As our President 


mentioned, we have about 
$600.00 over this amount, 
recently contributed, likewise 


earmarked. Your Secretary has 
in mind a goal of $20,000 by the 
time we receive the bill for the 


completed, bound document. 


Preaseo don te think® “any 
contributed amount as being too 
small to matter --every dollar 
does matter! Let's make this 
volume one you will be proud to 
display on your coffee table, and 
to see displayed in your local 
library, and before your Ham 
Club on special occasions. Keep 
in mind also that this volume 
will be kept in the California 


(continued next page) 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S 
COLUMN - From Page 4 


State Library Special Collections 
Archive for all time to come, 
along with all of our previous 
records. This library shelf 1 
Reference Only, and _ special 
permission is required to use the 
materials even on-site. 


We need more than your 
monetary contributions, as 
important as these most certainly 
are; we need also your active 
input in the planning and 
preparation of this one-of-a-kind 
document. If you have not yet 
"told your story" of your 
participation in the pioneering 
that brought wireless, Morse 


Code, CQD-SOS, and indeed ~- 


heroic efforts of many kinds to 
the fore, then now is the time. 
Don't worry about how your 
English may look --two or three 
of us are editors and we know 
how to recast a sentence without 
changing its meaning or author's 
intent. 


There is much more to be said. 
Between now and the March 
2001 Beacon, let's hear from 
you. What do you want to see in 
this, proposed volume? What 
‘should we not say? If necessary 
to do the best job, should we 
‘think in terms of publishing in 
2002 instead of 2001? I, 
personally, will have these 
thoughts in mind as I watch 
tonight on Television the 
celebrations of the progression 


te 


of the passing of the Old Year, 
the Old Century, and the Old 
Millennium, while keeping close 
to my heart the fact that I 
participated, in however small a 
way, in making possible this 
incredible capability to see it 
across multi-thousands of miles 
as it happens! "What Hath God 
Wrought!" And my best wishes 
for a productive and prosperous 
New Year to you, -All! 


WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


ORTON, John B. 5655-TA 
Bob/Sharlene WA6BOB, 818 
327-2447, 20451 Nashville 
Street, Chatsworth, CA 91311- 


rT. = WWW. CsUn cul 
~vfeen0br/, wa6bob@yahoo. 
com 


GOLL, Norman W. 5656-P 
HRBW/....., 360 424-4373, P.O. 


Box 721, Mount Vernon, WA 
98273-0721, 1939 SS Wawa 


RICHARDSON, John W. 5657- 
a Wa yal 10 Ss obs KVIE, 770 343- 
6347, 320 Avebury Court, 
Alpharetta, — Gree sU022, 
KV1E@arrl.net 
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CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 

THE WIRELESS 

REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 
marked into your personal copy. 


page 27 - add telephone number 
and change  addtcce. 
RENNISON, William G. 4534- 
M_ 01482-849947 30, Little 
Weighton Road, Skidby, 
COTTINGHAM, East Yorkshire 
HU16 5TW ENGLAND 


page 31 - change address, 
WALKER, J. Prose 5135-V 
Woodland Village #416, 1471 
Long Pond Road, Rochester, NY 
14626 


page 48 - Baker, Earl C. 1442-V 
K6MG K6MG@aol.com 

... - Bernadyn, Walter P. 1882-V 
W2FP w2fp@nis,net. 


page 49 - Kennedy, David 3642- 
V N4SU daveN4SU@att.net 


page 50 - Marsh, Frederick 
William "Bill" 3672-P VE3SB 


ve3sb@magma.ca 
.. > McDow, Bob 4897-V 
W4KOG w4kog@juno.com 


page 51 - Tibbetts, James G. 
2460-P K6QFZ sparks@fea.net 

- Willis, Archie 1994-V 
WO6LPJ w6lpj@earthlink.net 
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IF YOU THINK MORSE 


IS DEAD! 
by Graydon Lewis 
SOWP 4564-V, N7FCO 


This is the bio of one of the 
awardees, at the NCVA reunion 
in San Diego. 


CTRCS (SW) Frankie Alvarez 


CTRCS (SW) Alvarez was 
sponsored by the Officer-in- 
Charge, Cryptologic Services 
Group Japan, Yokota Air Base, 
Sth Air Force/CSG Japan. His 
assigned duty was CSG Japan 
Cryptologic Support Manager to 
Commander, SEVENTH Fleet. 
Senior Chief Alvarez has 
received an LOC _ from 
Commander, Naval Security 
Group Japan, the Navy 
Achievement Medal (5) and the 
Navy Commen-dation Medal. 
He has won 10 
COMNAVSECGRU_ Morse 
code proficiency "BRONZE" 
awards. He has been cited as 
being one of the top Morse 
operators in the Pacific Fleet. 
He has seved in billets on USS 
Coral Sea, USS Carl Vinson, 
USS Midway, USS England, 
USS Carl Vin-son, USS Horne, 
USS Francis Hammond, USS 


Sterett, US Tarawa, USS 
Missouri, and USS 
Independance USS Halsey 


Senior Chief Alvarez was born 
in theBronx, New York. He was 
presented the " On-The-Roof" 
gang (OTRG) award. 


9 pe 


HIGH SPEED CODE 
PRACTICE 


email 
From: Kenneth Miller, KoCTW 
formerly VE7CTW 
To: George Hart SOWP 5467- 
TA,WINJM 
Info To: SOWP 


I just wanted to drop you a note 
to say thank you very much for 
the high speed code practice you 
put on Monday and Thursday 
evenings. Since I have already 
been able to get a 35 WPM (and 
maybe a 40 if I got all the 
punctuation correct etc. on this 
last try) from the ARRL Code 
Proficiency program, I wanted 
something that could help me 
reach my final goal of 50 WPM 
copy on my "mill". I listen to 
your sessions now either on the 
way home from work on my FT- 
100D and Outbacker antenna in 
the car, or on the rigs at home 
usually on 14.023 MHz. It took 
me almost 2 years to get from 30 
to 40 so I'm not anticipating any 
rapid progress, but it is a 
wonderful and fun challenge 
never-the-less. Thanks again for 
doing this wonderful service. 


CW - Alive aad Well 
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MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear Waldo: 


Very best 73. About Bill 
Breniman. I first met him about 
1933 in Big Springs, Texas 
where he had built a radio 
station for, I think, the FAA. 
The thing I remember about it 
was a semicircular operating 
position which made it easier for 
the operator to reach all the 
equipment. Also he told me that 
he had trouble with a painter, 
who painted the towers with 
only one coat. He refused to 
paint. two coats as required by 
government regulations. He 
threatened Bill! At the time I 
was with American Airlines as a 
relief operator along the line. 
There is a picture by Bill of the 
Oakland, California station taken 
in 1929 that appeared in the 
Airway Pioneers bulletin of 
1996 with many pictures of other 
stations. I joined the CAA in 
October of 1941. Bill saw my 
name on a list when he was in 
the CAA office, I think it was in 
Kansas City, and he hired me. 
So I will always remember him. 


My very best to you and yours 
73 again 


Art Nolan 
SOWP 0372-P 


(continued next page) 
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MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE - From Page 7 


Editor: 


Just received my copy of The 
World Wireless Beacon (March 
issue) and enjoyed reading the 
story from the MV Erika that 
dumped all the oil. I read this 
same article before and | still 
laugh at it....1 would not want to 
be a Captain nowadays. I have a 
few friends that sail in the deck 
dept and they tell me that on 
many ships the Captain just sits 
in the radioroom trying to copy 
wx faxes and sending tlx tfc. Its 
too much for him to handle 
besides the running of the ship.... 
hi...and just wait until an 
accident occurs...then the Master 
is really busy. 


With GMDSS and no Radio 
Officer things are a mess.....and 
they will never improve, no 
matter what some governmental 
agency claims! 


73 


Mike Zbrozek 
SOWP 3581-M, K8XF 
Ex Sparx 


Greetings from Arizona's High 
Desert: 


Essay reads like Navy and Coast 
Guard radio schools were similar 
in their curriculum. Touch 
typing, code, procedure and a 


smattering of basic electronics. 
CG school was four months with 
in-class instruction 10 hours a 
day - morning, afternoon and 
evening. Had to take 18 solid to 
graduate. 


You got a terrific break re 
Paragraph 2 (page 5, first 
paragraph of June 2000 Beacon). 
After the Coast Guard brought 
out the Radio Technician rate in 
'41 or '42 we were no longer 
allowed to fix our own gear. 
Prior to that you had to be able 
to repair gear to go up for a 
higher rating. 


Had a 3-day visit from an old 
shipmate whom I had aboard the 


_ Mackinaw in '55. Retired from 


Point Reyes (NMC) in '85. Was 
there for 12 years and retired as 
a CWO. He lives in Rohnert 
Park and is interested in SOWP. 
Name is Bill Lorenz. 


Wish you the best. 

{8 

JJ Murray 

Editor: 

Ben: (Ben Russell 1853-V, 


NO6SL) Just been re-reading ur 
msg about SOWP calling freqs. 
Those of us who were MM ops 
of course rember the practice of 
"calling QRGs" and shifting to 
another or "working" QRG. But 


I'm not sure the idea would work 
these days. Most of us have 
become so accustomed to 
"transceive" style in all our 
operation, that I think many will 
not see the point of a QSW or 
QSY to a "working" QRG. 


The number of "CW type" ops 
appears to be in a steady decline 
(hourglass is running out). I 
doubt that we can stem this 
decline, although I wud surely 
like to see that happen. But 
posting your idea about Calling 
QRGs in the WWB should be 
done. I'll QSP this sugg to our 
WWB editor. 


For now 73 
Ted Phelps 
SOWP 0881-P, W8TP 


Editor: 


Received the latest issue today 
of World Wireless Beacon. As 
always a joy to. receive. 
Particularly enjoyed the member 
correspondence. Nice to see the 
WEB SITE up and running. I 
pray the history of Radio Ops at 
sea is never lost to those who 
followed the true pioneers of our 
craft. 


Warmest regards 


Frank J. Breidt 
SOWP 5157-TA, KB7RNV 


(continued next page) 
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MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE - From Page 8 


Editor: 


First want to say I really enjoy 
"The World Wireless Beacon." 
Really appreciate the good work 
you folks do in publishing it. 
Hopefully I can forward a 
contribution of interest in near 
future. Hope all well and good 
with you gents. 


we 
Earl C. Baker 
SOWP 1442-V, K6MG 


Editor: 


Just received the June 2000 issue 
and congrats offered for another 
interesting issue. 


A few remarks: 


Jeffrey Herman KH60 (page 8) 
writes that the FCC will honor 
amateur extra class licenses as 
proof of Morse capability for the 
second class _ radiotelegraph 
license. What a farce! I am a 
very active amateur (WOAP) and 
I know of several other "extra 
class" amateur licenses that are 
incapable of copying a straight 
text message at ten words per 
minute, let alone one in cipher at 
16 wpm. Most of these passed 
what I call "a code recognition 
test" at the local radio club. 
Sorry, but I do not buy this idea 
even if the misguided FCC (my 


former employer) has now 
decided to "give" these licenses 
away. 


June and September issues of my 
tale "Voyage to Freetown" ended 
with remarks that the end of the 
story would be carried in another 
issue. Several have asked me 
when this might appear. There 
is one more connected story - I 
believe you should have it. 
Check the original copy. 


One more note: --- We would 
appreciate more check-ins on 
The Transcon Net - Thursdays at 
11 am. Central Time, 14055 
kHz. WOAP net control station. 


John "Mac" McKinney 
SOWP 1001-SGP, WOAP 


Waldo: 


Had knee replacement 12 June 
2000 and just starting to get 
around on it. Hope to make 
short trip (with xyl) in 
motorhome next month. TNX 
for e-mail. 


73 
Dick Leisy 
SOWP 3843-V,W400H 


Waldo: 


Thanks for sending me _ the 
World Wireless Beacon which I 
enjoy very much. Would you 
please publish in a future edition 
of the magazine the following 
announcement: 


The Northern Contingency of 
the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers meets every Monday 
and Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
Pacific Local Time on the 75- 
meter ham radio band on 
3947.5 kHz. All Amateurs, 
members of SOWP and 
otherwise, are invited to check 
into our net. 


Thanks es 73 


Paul Wolf 
SOWP 3041-M, W6RLP 


Editor: 


re: S.S.AMERIKA 
I wrote a letter over a year ago 
inquiring about anyone with 


knowledge of this German ship «”. 


which sent a message to Cape 
Race to warn the Titanic and any 
others of immense icebergs in 
their path. I never did get a re- 
ply, but I am interested in the 
Captains name, which was 
KNUTH, which of course is the 
same as mine and I have a copy 
of the message and want to ex- 
plore the fact that I may have 
found a new genealogy link. The 
significance for me would be im- 
mense. Thanks for your time and 
hope to hear something or per- 
haps read an answer in the next 
Beacon. 


Sincerely 
Raymond Knuth 
SOWP 5187-M, KB8ZY Y 
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LST 325 underway in the Med. 


December 2000 


(U.S. Navy photo) 


NAVY VETS BRING HOME 
AN LST—From Page 16 


2000, completing vital repairs to 
the starboard diesel engine, re- 
placing several head gaskets and 
restoring steering control. They 
also took on needed supplies. 


On December 12, they set out 
for home across the Atlantic on a 
deep-sea voyage of 29 more anx- 
ious days. The U.S. Coast 
Guard had issued grave warn- 


ings about the dangers that lay 
ahead: (an aged crew sailing an 
aged, unseaworthy vessel) and 
hinted that legal sanctions might 
be imposed if the crew persisted 
despite official prohibitions. 


But persist they did, now noticed 
and reported by the news media 
in print, radio and TV. They 
made almost daily reports on 
amateur radio and the Internet of 
their course, speed, distance and 


sea weather. They reached Nas- 
sau, Bahamas, on January 4, 
2001 where they stopped briefly 
for supplies. With their No.2 
generator and gyro-compass in- 
operative, they sailed on, round- 
ing the tip of Florida January 6, 
2001, to complete the final leg of 
their journey January 10. Their 
daily reports were made by CDR 
Jack R. Carter, USNR (Ret) 71, 
KC6WYX, of Palos Verdes, 


(continued next page) 
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CA., executive officer of LST 


Quotes From Stars and Stripes 


The following excerpts are from 
Stars & Stripes article in its Dec. 
3, 2000 article by Scott Scho- 
nauer of their Rota, Spain bu- 
reau, who visited LST 325 while 
she was In port at Gibraltar 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 12, 2000. 
(SOWP has received permission 
to use material from this article. 


"Most of these sailors have 
worked aboard similar amphibi- 
ous ships like the LST 325, the 
one they sailed to Mobile, AL. 
The group wants to make the 
warship a floating museum. 


"Some of the men, like John Cal- 
vin, 75, who served during 
World War II and Korea before 
retiring in 1968, worked non- 
stop for nearly four months to 
get the 325-foot ship in shape. 
The 3,400 ton vessel which de- 
livered troops to Normandy dur- 
ing the D-Day invasion, needed 
a lot of repairs, more than ini- 
tially thought... (LST 325 also 
served in the North African , 
Salerno, Sicily campaigns of 
World War II) 


"But the journey has not been 
easy. One of the men (Bill 
Hart), flew back to the United 
States because of heart prob- 


5 


lems. He died at John F. Ken- 
nedy Airport on his way home. 


"Bureaucratic red tape nearly 
sank the group's hopes in No- 
vember. The U.S. Navy decom- 
missioned the ship in 1946 and 
loaned it to the Greek navy in 
1964. Greek officials agreed to 
hand over the ship to the group 
(of American volunteers) but 
confusion over its registration 
delayed the project. 


"During their cruise through the 
Mediterranean, they lost an en- 
gine and later were forced to 
manually steer the ship. They 
also ran into two severe storms 
that caused seasickness and inju- 
ries to some crew members... 


"The group has received more 
than $70,000 in private dona- 
tions to repair the ship and con- 
vert it into a museum. British 
Petroeum Co. donated 50,000 
gallons of diesel fuel (the ves- 
sel's average consumption of 
diesel fuel was 1,500 gallons 
daily during their voyage). 


The Author Recalled His Own 
"LST Story" 


As World War II drew to a con- 
clusion after Japan's surrender, 
the author was part of an Army 
Signal Corps unit on Okinawa. 
Our mission had been monitor- 
ing of friendly communications 
during the Ryukus campaign. It 


December 2000 


was soon decided that we would 
become part of the U.S. Army's 
occupation forces in Korea and 
that we would be transported 
there aboard an LST. So in early 
September, 1945, we packed up 
our radio gear and left our small 
tent city near Okinawa's Kadena 
air base and moved to a tempo- 
rary beach camp to board the 
LST. (Don't remember her num- 
ber.) 


Together with another Army 
unit, we assembled on the beach 
and drove our vehicles aboard 
the LST. On backing away from 
shore, our LST slightly damaged 
her bow doors so they could not 
be closed completely. This 
meant that our voyage to Korea 
would be delayed until our ves- 
sel could be repaired. Now we 
became passsengers on the LST 
while she moved around the 
Okinawa coast to a navy Ship 
Repair unit in Buckner Bay. 


The Army was noted for "hurry 
up and wait" operations and we 
were no exception. So we sat 
aboard LST xxx for nearly two 
weeks waiting for her bow doors 
to be repaired. During that time 
our Army intercept radio ops 
were assigned to continue their 
monitoring chores using radios 
which were part of the regular 
LST equipment. We relieved 
Navy ops who were copying 
daily "Fox" CW schedules. 


(continued next page) 
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Enter a Pacific typhoon: About 
25 September, 1945, a large-area 
storm swept into the Okinawa 
region. That storm swept across 
the island and demolished many 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps 
camps on shore. I suppose we 
could say we were lucky to be 
afloat. The Navy crew of our 
LST proved they were equal to 
the task of keeping us alive and 
safe. With heavy seas running 
and both anchors fully deployed, 
with our bow doors not com- 
pletely secured, our crew set the 
LST's engines running "Full 


Ahead" and we passed through 


the stormy night. 


Next morning we faced another 
challenge. Now the heavy sea 
was running toward shore. All 
manner of craft which had been 
swept from their moorings were 
being carried toward the beach 
at high speed. Suddenly, we 
heard several blasts from klaxon 
horns. They came from a float- 
ing drydock on our port side, 
racing toward our ship. It was 
bearing down upon us! I'm sure 
many of us thought our LST 
would be struck bow-on. 
Somehow, the collision was 
averted. With its alarm horns 
still blasting, the drydock passed 
us not more than 25 feet to port, 
being swept rapidly ashore by 
King Neptune himself. 


25 pee 


After another day or two of rid- 
ing the shorebound surf, our 
LST’ was able to come to a qui- 
eter anchorage so that repairs to 
our bow doors could be finished. 
That accomplished, we sailed 
about four days from Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa, to Inchon, Korea, 
where we debarked to form up 
vehicle convoys and a ride into 
Seoul, the capital of South Korea 
where we took up our occupa- 
tion duties. 


ROBERT JAMES 


GLEASON 
by Bill Thomson 
SOWP 4367-V 


Robert James Gleason, 94, of 
Annapolis, Maryland, retired Ex- 
ecutive Vice President of Aero- 
nautical Radio, Inc. and ARINC 
Research Corp. died August 27, 
2000. 


A Ham operator since 1923, 
W3KW, Bob was truly a pioneer 
in aviation communications. 


Born in 1906 Gleason began his 
career in communications in 
1926 alternating between college 
and working as a radio operator 
on ships and at salmon cannery 
stations in Alaska. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering in 1931 at the Uni- 
versity of Washington and one 
year later was hired by Pan 
American World Airways to be- 
gin building an aeronautical ra- 
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diotelegraph system across 
Alaska. In 1977 the first edition 
of his book, Icebound In the Si- 
berian Arctic, was published. 
This was his account about the 
last cruise of the fur schooner 
Nanuk and the international 
search for famous arctic pilot 
Carl Ben Eilson. During the pe- 
riod 1929 to 1930 Gleason, the 
radio operator on this ship, re- 
mained with the icebound vessel 
and was the communications 
point for all news processed in 
the search for Eilson. (Eilson 
AFB In Fairbanks, Alaska was 
named in honor of this airman.) 
During this time Gleason first 
met a famous arctic aviator Joe 
Crosson, with whom he would 
later spend much time working 
and flying. 


In August of 1932 on Crosson's 
recommendation Gleason was 
hired as Chief Radio Operator 
and Engineer for Pacific Alaska 
Airways (PAC) a subsidiary of 
the then famous international 
Pan American Airways (PAA) 
system. In this capacity he 
helped build the first aeronauti- 
cal radio station In Alaska and 
began installing PAA radiotele- 
graph equipment in the small 
single engine aircraft in use. He 
wrote about the pilots of these 
aircraft in his article Pioneer 
Mail Flight to Siberia, Volume 
4, No. 2, The Alaska History and 
Arts of the North Quarterly Jour- 
nal, spring 1974. "This led to 
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regular air service to many 
points but with no air navigation 
facilities yet available in Alaska, 
this was rigorous service de- 
manding all the skill and courage 
of the pioneer pilots." 


PAA was then interested in de- 
veloping the feasibility of flights 
through Alaska, across the Ber- 
ing Sea, through Siberia to the 
Orient. This was the only route 
possible using the small aircraft 
available, the large flying boats 
were not ready for the routes 
later developed in the Pacific 
Ocean area. 


By August 1934, PAA's negotia- 
tions with the Soviet and the 
United States governments 
reached the point where an ini- 
tial survey flight was possible 
from Nome to Uelen, Siberia, 
and on down the Siberian Bering 
Sea coast to Anadyr. Many im- 
portant aviation notables went 
along on this flight including 
Operations Manager Joe Crosson 
who would double as pilot and 
appraiser of airfields and facili- 
ties, and Crosson took Gleason 
along as FRO. Time and space 
do not permit a full disclosure of 
the FRO's importance on the 
flight, but on this trip Gleason's 
contributions were significant. 
However, about this time China 
Clippers built for Pan Am were 
being tested and Pan Am now 


ee 


concentrated on the mid-Pacific 
route to the Orient. The North 
polar routes were no longer im- 
portant, at least not until 1942 
when the aircraft ferry routes 
were considered and later used 
for Lend Lease aircraft move- 
ments by U. S. and Soviet air 
crews. It was also during June of 
this year that the Japanese at- 
tacked Alaska and occupied two 
Islands, Kiska and Attu. 


Gleason became a uniformed 
member of the United States 
Army Air. Corps' Army Airways 
Communications System 
(AACS) and was assigned as 
control officer for the 11 AACS 
Region which included all of 
Alaska. from 1942 to 1944. He 
was then sent by Brig. Gen. Ivan 
Farman, the AACS commander, 
to the China-Burma-India Thea- 
ter to become the commander of 
the Ist AACS Tactical Group. 
He arrived at the headquarters of 
the of 20th Bomber Command at 
Kharagpur, 90 miles west Cal- 
cutta. Here he set up his office 
inside a prison which at one time 
held Mahatma 

Ghandi. 


AACS responsibilities included 
operation of all control towers 
and communications between all 
air-fields, the circuits between 
Kharagpur and Hsichang, and 
provision of navigational aids 
that included radio range sta- 
tions, low. frequency homing 
beacons, radar beacons, high fre- 
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quency direction finding sta- 
tions, and even instrument land- 
ing facilities at some fields. 
While the B-29 missions were 
being launched from China, the 
United States Navy's Pacific 
Fleet had moved westward re- 
taking Guam and Saipan. Work 
was begun immediately on bases 
for the B-29's in the Marianas 
via the Philippines where they, 
as part of the 20th Air Force, be- 
gan the heavy assault on the 
Japanese mainland. 


After the bombers left China 
AACS closed down all facilities 
not needed for other missions. 
Personnel were moved to other 
groups in India and China. By 
Christmas of 1944 Gleason was 
reassigned as commander of the 
63rd AACS Group and was re- 
sponsible for serving all AACS 
operations in China, including 
the 14th Air Force and General 
Tunner's Hump _ operations. 
However, in his comments on 
the CBI actions Gleason stated, 
"_. . to this day, I still am proud 
to have been part of AACS'Ist 
Tactical Group." | 


In April 1945 Gleason left India 
and assumed command of the 
6th MCS Wing with responsi- 
bilities in the North Atlantic area 
until November 1945. He sepa- 
rated from the United States 
Army Air Corps a Lieutenant 
Colonel, and for his military ser- 
vice he was awarded the Bronze 
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Star Medal. 


Returning to Pan Am Gleason 
served again in the combined Pa- 
cific-Alaska Division, then in 
1949 he joined Aeronautical Ra- 
dio, Inc. (ARINC). This firm 
provides nationwide communi- 
cations service to all airlines. He 
was Executive Vice-President of 
ARINC from 1955 until retire- 
ment. 


In retirement Gleason continues 
to contribute articles about his 
experiences, writing in such pub- 
lications such as AFCC Inter- 


com, Sparks Journal, The Alaska. 


Journal and others. Will Rogers 
& Wiley Post: Death at Barrow 
by Bryan B.Sterling & Frances 
N. Sterling mentions Gleason's 
contact with Wiley Post when 
the Winnie May needed radio 
repair in Alaska. Later when 
Will Rogers and Wiley Post 
were killed in 1935, the book de- 
scribes in detail the flight to Bar- 
row by pilot Joe Crosson and 
FRO Bob Gleason to pick up the 
bodies and return them to Seattle 
for transfer to a funeral aircraft. 


It was from such documents that 
this article was written. 


Cha. 
SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our 
Chapter Eternal. We send our 
sincere sympathies to those they 
held dear. 


BRADEN, Melvin Eugene 
0730-P formerly of Dallas TX. 
09 September 2000, no details. 
Braden joined the Navy in 1926 
and became a radioman with the 
Pacific Fleet. He received the 
radio message from Alaska 
when Will Rogers and Wiley 
Post’s airplane went down, and 
in turn radioed the message to 
the mainland. While stationed in 
San Diego he used his radio 
skills to call football games on 
the mainland and send them 
back to the fleet. He was on the 
flagship U.S.S. Pennsylvania at 
the opening of the Bay Bridge in 
1936 and the Golden Gate 
Bridge in 1937. Braden left the 
Navy in 1937 to take a job with 
the newly formed Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, 
(later the Federal Aviation 
Agency), a government agency 
looking for radiomen who could 
communicate with airplanes as 
they traveled across the U.S. He 
worked in Canadian, TX, Tulsa, 
OK, Ft Worth and Yoakum, TX. 
During World War II Braden 
was sent at to Lake Charles, LA, 
to work with the airmen there. 
After the war, he and his family 
moved to Dallas where he 
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became Chief of the Flight 
Service Station at Love Field 
Airport. Reported by his 
daughter Norma Bigger. 


BREWER, Morton S. 0537- 
SGP, W6JU, Los Osos, CA. 22 
June 2000, no details. After 
graduation from San Mateo JC 
in 1930 spent a year on the 
President Pierce, KDNV, most 
of the time as 3rd op. Graduated 
from U C Berkeley in 1934 with 
degree of BSc EE and obtained a 
job at Mussel Rock doing 
frequency checking, message 
abstracting for KTK... the 
company had become Globe 
Wireless Ltd by this time. In 
1935 promoted to Field Engineer 
serving under Chief Engineer 
Hans Storm. In August 1935 I 
was sent to Manila to install 
Heintz & Kaufman 10 kw 
transmitter, directive antennas 
etc., and (upon return took) 
charge of Mussel Rock which 
had been converted to 
transmitting station only, marine 
KTK and_ point-to-point 
transmitters. Reported by Waldo 
T. Boyd SOWP = 2958-P, 
K6DZY. 


FURNELL, Howard E. 2505-P, 
VE3FKF, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada. 05 June 2000, no 
details, age 89 years. First 
became interested in wireless in 
the early 1920's in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. Having already 
taught himself Morse, he joined 
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the Signal Militia in 1925 as 
wireless field units were being 
introduced. He received his first 
amateur licence VE4OH on 
April 2,1935 but then September 
1939 put a cap on amateur radio 
and he became a _ permanent 
member of the Royal Canadian 
Corps of Signals. During that 
time he operated, tested, 
installed and supervised many 
stations across Canada. He 
retired from the Signal Corps in 
1965. Reported by son and 
daughter-in-law Ken and Kathy 
Furnell. 


GLEASON, Robert J. 0642-P, 
W3KW, Annapolis, MD. 27 
August 2000, no details, age 94 
years. (See related article in this 
issue of the WWB.) Reported by 
Earl Korf SOWP 0613-SGP, 
K2IC via Ben Russell, SOWP 
1853-V, N6SL. 


GOODYEAR, Frank R. 3938- 
V, W8HVY, Reynoldsburg. OH. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, December 2000. 


HALL, William L. 0915-P, 
WIBMS, Friendship, ME. No 
date or details. Reported in 
SOWP West Coast CW Net 
Bulletin, 19 October 2000. 


KAISER, John J. 4940-V, 
WS5VRJ, Las Cruces, NM. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, November 2000. 


KELLEY, Donald R. 3844-V, 
K7RM, Scappoose, OR. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, November 2000. 


KLEIN, Eugene W. 4516-V, 
W4GC, Naples, FL. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, 
October 2000. 


MARGOLIS, Samuel A. 1326- 
P, W2ERU, Southampton, NY. 
03 July 2000, no details. Retired 
CW operator from WSL 
(AMAGANSETRADIO) | for 
many years and served as 
president of the VWOA 1988 to 
oe Reported by Sonia 
Margolis via Earl Korf SOWP 
0613-SGP, K2IC and Ben 
Russell SOWP 1853-V, N6SL. 
Any contributions can be made 
to the Seamens Institute in New 
York. 


MASON, Gerald W. 1108-V, 
WIKRF, Freeport ME, 02 June 
2000, no details, age 78 years. 
From 1941 to 1949 he was a 
radio operator/navigator for Pan 
American World Airways in the 
Latin American and Atlantic 
Divisions. During the New 
England hurricane of 1938 he 
and a friend used ham radios to 
provide Westerly, RI with 
communication with the outside 
world for 48 hours. His service 
was chronicled in ‘a cover story 
in QST. Reported by David W. 
Harris KC1XR. 


MORGAN, Arthur W. 0554-P, 
VE7AAT, Vancouver, BC 
Canada. 02 September 2000 
from cancer, age 80 years. 
Graduated from the government 
radiocommunications dept. in 
1938 and was in part time radio 
positions at sea and broadcast 
station for the Cdn Marconi 
Company. In May of 1938 he 
joined the Cdn Pacific Railway 
on their coastal ships as asst. 
purser and radio operator. In 
1963 was purser and radio 
operator on the Princess 
Nanaimo from Victoria to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Much of 
his time was served in Alaska on 
the SS Nootka and SS Yukon 
Princess. He retired from CPR 
in October 1977. Reported by 
Gary.Whittaker SOWP 0569-M, 
VE7BSD. 


PETERSON, Jack B. 0376-V, 
W7YJ, Sisters, OR, 16 August 
2000, no details. Reported by 
daughter Pamela King. 


SCOTT, Donald F. 4368-V, 
N6MCW, Santa Maria, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, November 2000. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P. 
O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, 
include date, age of deceased 
and cause of passing. 
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NAVY VETS BRING 
HOME AN LST 


By T. K. Phelps 
SOWP 881-P, W8TP 


(compiled from various sources ) 


Escorted by tugs and fireboats, 
the venerable USS LST 325 
sailed into Mobile, Alabama, her 
home port at least tempoarily 
after more than 58 years, on 
January 10, 2001. She was 
brought home by a crew of 29 
retired U.S. Navy veterans, from 
World War II, the Korean 
conflict and the Vietnam war. 
Their average age is 72. Each 


he 


of them paid more than $2,100 
to fly to Greece to ultimately 
claim and valiantly bring their 
Landing Ship Tank home on a 
voyage of some 4,350 nautical 
miles and 46 sailing days in the 
Mediterranean, the Atlantic 
ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. 


Their journey began November 
14, 2000, at a Greek naval Base 
in Crete. They sailed westward 
in the Med, passing countries 
and landing beaches made 
famous in World War II to 
Gibraltar, arriving November 30. 


They remained at this famous 


British base until December 12, 
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From the Secretary: 


DUES TIME 


If your dues expiration 
date indicator (Serial ne 
of your mailing label) 
reads 12/00 or DEC/00, 
or earlier, you will not be 
receiving «the inex 
Beacon unless your 
check or MO 1s recorded 
before the March 2001 
issue 1s mailed. 
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